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THE HUMANE SOCIETY OF THE UNITED STATES

HORSES FACE INJURY, DEATH
IN SENSELESS SUICIDE RACE
From the starting hill 150 feet back, river. The frenzied pace quickens as
the official's pistol cracks and the thun- the contestants emerge at the opposite
der of pounding hooves builds rapidly. side of the river and then gallop fullWithin seconds, twenty horses and speed to the rodeo arena and the finish
riders fly over the edge of the steep in- line.
Instinctively following the group are
cline known as Suicide Hill. Clouds of
dust billow from the face of the hill as two horses that had fallen on the hill;
the frantic horses descend at break- their fallen riders are already being
neck speed, sometimes tumbling and brought across the river by one of the
crashing into each other, to the bank of boats there to rescue riders who might
the Okanogan River some 200 feet be- be too injured to survive the river.
Billed as the "premier" event of the
low. The water explodes as the first
Omak Stampede in Omak, Washinghorses hit the river.
The riders who have been able to ton, the Suicide Race began as a publihold on so far use stout quirts and city gimmick in 1935. The idea was
plastic baseball bats to beat the water, conceived as a means of getting free
and sometimes their horses, as they publicity for the small-town rodeo. It
charge across the rocky bottom of the worked, and since then, the Suicide
(continued on page 2)

Spectators chanted, "We want blood," at the Ornak Suicide Race ... and they got it!
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INSIDE
• Kennel Owner Convicted
8 Case Against Oregon
Research Animal
Dealer Stalled
111 More Shelter Evaluations

Situation Worsens
As Siletz Saga
Continues
In September 1984, local humane officials, the United States Department of
Agriculture, and The HSUS West Coast
Regional Office raided the Siletz Game
Ranch in Lebanon, Oregon, and charged
its owner, Robert Thomas Fieber, with
54 counts of animal cruelty.
Since our last report, the situation
has deteriorated further. Fieber complained to the media that he was being
victimized by local officials, and reports
continued to surface of animals escaping from his facility. Finally, in March
1986, Fieber was ordered to divest
himself of all of his animals within 120
days. The court ordered him not to sell
any of the animals and not to remove
any from his property without a prior
court order.
In July 1986, Char Drennon, WCRO
director, was notified that Fieber had
apparently been moving some of his
animals to property in Idaho. Idaho
County residents living near the area
were concerned for the safety of their
families and livestock. Following the
escape of a lion, which was killed by
neighbors, the local sheriff ordered
Fieber to move his animals to a more
secure location-a game farm near
Lewiston, Idaho. As we go to press,
Fieber seems to have done so.
(continued on page 3)

Horses Face Injury, Death
in Senseless Suicide Race
(continued from front page)

ridden the course for 13 years. His
secret was to " ...just get drunk as hell
and hold on."
A veterinarian stated that while he
wasn't opposed to the race, he felt
"probably half the horses would be
eliminated from competing if the
animals had to be inspected before the
race, because they're not in condition.
Others," he said, "would be dropped
because of their injuries, and there's a
good possibility a few have been drugged." According to this doctor, a local
veterinarian is available during the
race; however, a pre-race inspection is
not mandatory, and nothing prevents
horse owners from administering whatever treatment or drugs they believe
will enable their horse to compete.
"It leaves you feeling hopeless," said
Sakach. "Local citizens see this event
as a boon to their economy, so they're
not about condemn it. They'll overlook
the cruelty. While the Omak Stampede
is sponsored in part by Coors, Pepsi,
Winston, and Wrangler Jeans, the major national sponsor of the Suicide
Race is Coca-Cola. We believe this
sponsorship by national advertisers
shows that when profit is involved, the
animals are the losers."
The HSUS has already written a
strong protest to Coca-Cola Company,
the major sponsor of the Suicide Race,
and urges all members to do the same.

Race has been widely publicized.
While the Suicide Race has brought a
measure of fame and fortune to Omak,
most of what has been written and said
about the race has centered on the
"bravery" of the human participants.
No one can dispute the risk involved.
The race is virtually without rules and
it is undeniably brutal and dangerous.
Every year riders are hurt, some seriously enough to require hospitalization;
there has been one fatality.
Much less attention has been given
to the risk to the participating horses,
however. Unlike the riders, who have a
choice, competing horses that have
qualified in earlier heats must run all of
the races that cap each of the four
rodeo performances. While the same
horse will be required to compete in
each race, individual riders are not.
There is even greater risk for horses
competing in the two races held at
night in virtual darkness.
Mter receiving complaints about a
terrible pileup in 1985 that resulted in a
number of animals being injured and
one horse shot, HSUS Field Investigator Eric Sakach and North Central Regional Director Frantz Dantzler
traveled to Omak to observe the 1986
Suicide Race and document the abuse Address your letter to: COCA-COLA, 310 N. Avenue,
firsthand. There they met with repre- N.W., Atlanta, GA 30313, Roberto C. Goizveta, Chairsentatives of SpokAnimal C.A.R.E. of man and Chief Executive Officer. Other national sponSpokane, Washington, to discuss past sors of the Stampede/Rodeo include: PEPSI, Pepsiproblems and combine future efforts to co, Inc., Purchase, NY 10577, Donald M. Kendall, Chief
Executive Officer; WINSTON CIGARETTES, R.J. Reyend the cruelty.
nolds Tobacco Co., Winston-Salem, NC 27102, GerOne of the first things apparent to ald H. Long, President/Chief Executive Officer; COORS
both HSUS representatives was, for BEER, Adolph Coors, Golden, CO 80401, William K.
many of the thousands of visitors, the Coors, Chief Executive Officer; WRANGLER JEANS,
Blue Bell, Inc., 301 N. Elm Street, Greensboro, NC
Stampede weekend is only an excuse 27401,
Edward J. Bauman, Chairman and Chief Execufor around-the-clock displays of public tive Officer.
drunkenness and brawling. Attitudes
appeared to change little from the
streets of Omak to the rodeo grounds
and areas where the Suicide Race
could best be observed. In fact, a
number of spectators seemed hopeful
they would witness a pileup on Suicide
Hill during the races.
Immediately preceding one race, Sakach found himself among a group of
older teenagers who were chanting
"We want blood!" in anticipation of a
pileup. Similarly, Dantzler could overhear onlookers who were recounting
the more gruesome details of previous
years' races.
Sakach and Dantzler talked to several contestants after viewing the races.
Unaware they were talking to HSUS
representatives, the riders spoke freely. This horse ripped apen a stitched wound
The father of one rider told how he had from the previous day's race.

Director's Comment

Code Flaw Exposed in Cruelty Trial

BY CHAR DRENNON

Rita Roberts of Hayward, California,
was convicted of 18 counts of cruelty
by a jury in Hayward Superior Court
(see Spring 1986 WCRO Report). She
was sentenced to two years in jail, but
received probation.
Upon conviction, however, Roberts'
attorney made the judge aware of a
February appellate court holding in San
Diego, California, which stated that
when a person is convicted of cruelty to
animals, the court must return the
abused animals to the convicted owner.
The appellate holding pointed out that
the California penal code calls for forfeiture of animals if convicted of an animal fighting charge but is silent on
disposition of animals upon conviction
of cruelty. The holding reads, "If ownership of animals is to be divested by
reason of cruel treatment, the remedy

I had hoped I would be able to report
some progress on the S&S Farms case
in Lebanon, Oregon, in this issue. To
recap briefly, James Hickey is a USDAlicensed animal dealer who sells dogs
to research institutions on the west
coast. As reported in the last WCRO
Report, he was charged with 71 violations of the federal Animal Welfare
Act. USDA/APHIS finally set a hearing date of August 26, 1986.
Mr. Hickey has continued to operate
in the months since he was charged.
Then, just a few days before the hearing date, USDA/APHIS contacted me
to say it had been cancelled, and no
new date had been set. Mr. Hickey was
allegedly ill.
USDA field offices take strong criticism from the animal-welfare movement in cases such as this. However, in
cases this office checked, the field personnel had properly filed their complaints only to have them stalled at
either the main USDA/APHIS office in
Hyattsville, Maryland, or in the Office
of the General Counsel (OGC). It took
the OGC six months from the issuance
of the complaint to bring the case to
hearing.
Another example is the Robert Fieber exotic animal case (see article on
front page). USDA-Oregon filed full
information updates with the OGC in
October 1985. That office still has not
moved forward on a hearing. If you
feel as frustrated as we do about the inertia within the OGC's office, their address is Office of General Counsel,
USDA/APHIS, South Agriculture Building, 14th and Independence Avenue,
S.W., Washington, DC 20250. Or, the
main USDA offices: Dr. Richard Rissler,
D.V.M., USDA/APHIS, 6505 Belcrest
Road, 748 Federal Building, Hyattsville, MD 20782.

lies with the legislature, not with us."
WCRO Director Char Drennon contacted California State Senator Dan
McCorquodale who already had a bill
before the legislature (S.B. 2330) which
was a penal code revision to make it a
possible felony for treating any animal
maliciously. Senator McCorquodale
agreed to amend S.B. 2330 to address
the divestment of animals by adding to
his bill mandatory forfeiture of animals
to the impounding authority upon conviction of cruelty. At publication time,
S.B. 2330 was on the assembly floor.
The Rita Roberts dogs, due to a subsequent civil action, became the property of the five bay-area humane societies where Drennon had placed them.
Mrs. Roberts, in a telephone call to
Mrs. Drennon, said that she is innocent
of the charges and will appeal.

Situation Worsens as Siletz Sage Continues (ccmtinuedfromfrcmt page)
Meanwhile, Linda Shepard, director
at Central Coast Humane Society of
Oregon, was monitoring the situation
on Fieber's Oregon property. On a visit
there, Shepard found the watering system was not working, and she arranged
for food and water to be brought in.
Eventually, Oregon USDA/APHIS officials agreed to allow a USDA-licensed animal dealer to take custody of
the animals provided that he sell them
only to other licensed dealers. At press
time, the lions had been moved.
Fieber did not comply with other
conditions in the March court order
and a show-cause hearing was set
therefore for July 28, 1986. He failed to
show up for the hearing, and a misdemeanor bench warrant was issued for

his arrest. His whereabouts are still
unknown.
This case was the impetus for passage of a new Oregon law that mandates housing and care standards be
met before the state agriculture department issues a permit for keeping
wild animals. These standards were incorporated in regulations adopted by
the Oregon Agriculture Department.
The HSUS submitted testimony and
stressed the inadequacies of the proposed regulations at a department hearing. Mter the hearing, some HSUS
suggestions were adopted but, unfortunately, not all. WCRO will continue to
press for strengthening Oregon state
law on the private ownership of exotic
animals.

Around
The Region
II RENO, CLARK COUNTY, NEV.WCRO Investigator Eric Sakach recently completed in-depth evaluations
of the sheltering facilities and operations of the City of Reno Department of
Animal Control and the Dewey Animal
Care Center in Las Vegas. Following unannounced inspections, comprehensive
reports of observations and recommendations were forwarded to the agencies
and local government officials involved.
In response to the Reno study, a letter from City Councilwoman Kathryn
Wishart stated, "We are grateful to
have not only a better understanding
of our needs and shortcomings, but
also your recommendations for solving problems. Our budget constraints
throughout the City are severe, but
please be assured that your work will
provide a solid base from which to begin to improve the quality of the City's
animal control operations."
1111 RIVERSIDE, CALIF.-Forty-five
persons representing 22 law-enforcement agencies in southern California
attended a day-long seminar on the Investigation of Illegal Animal Fighting
Ventures hosted by the Riverside County
Sheriff's Department in June. The class,
which dealt with investigative techniques, undercover operations, and the
use of informants, was conducted by
WCRO investigator Eric Sakach.
Ill NOVATO, CALIF.-The Marin Humane Society was the site of the 31st
session of The HSUS Animal Control
Academy in September. The Academy
is a two-week intensive training course
for animal-control officers and others
working in the field of animal care.

PETS WORKSHOP
In early February 1987, the West Coast Regional Office will host a three-day HSUS Professional Education and Training Service
(PETS) seminar in Sacramento, California.
The PETS program is tailored specifically to
the needs of executive directors and/or managers of private non-profit or governmental
animal care and control facilities. The program is designed to help maximize the effectiveness of executive and management-level
staff in planning and development, communication skills, computer application, fund raising, and meeting HSUS standards. For more
information, please contact the West Coast
Regional Office.

This was the scene at the Siletz Game Ranch in Septernher 1984 following a raid by the
Oregon state police, the USDA, local humane o.ffi<Jials, and The HSUS.

A JOINT
EFFORT
The G€neral Federation of Women's
Clubs and The HSUS have begun a
two-year "Cooperative Program for
Animals." Each club in the GFWC
may choose one or more of six animalrelated issues to work on: Companion
Animals, Wildlife Conservation, Endangered Species (the GFWC International President's special project), State
Legislation, International Wildlife Protection, Kids and Kindness.
If a club chooses to pursue an animal
issue, The HSUS will work closely with
them to ensure success. The HSUS has
prepared a detailed packet of information and materials on each issue.

RECOGNITION FOR
A SPECIAL TEACHER
The WCRO is proud to announce that
Fenna Gatty, a kindergarten-throughfourth grade science teacher at Searles
Elementary School in Union City, California, has received special recognition from the National Association for
the Advancement of Humane Education
(NAAHE), a division of The HSUS. She
was chosen as a finalist in the selection
of the 1986 National Humane Education
Teacher of the Year.
Do you know a special teacher?
NAAHE is now accepting nominations
for the 1987 National Humane Education Teacher of the Year Award.
To be eligible for consideration, the
nominee must be a practicing classroom teacher in kindergarten-throughgrade twelve who regularly employs
humane education techniques and philosophy as part of class lessons.

To receive a 1987 Humane Education
Teacher of Year nomination form, contact the West Coast Regional Office.
Nominations must be received no later
than January 17, 1987.

INDIVIDUALS DO COUNT
Many times over the years members
have contacted the WCRO with the
same question- "I really want to help
educate others, but what can one person possibly do?" Judi Kukulka, WCRO
program coordinator, tested two ideas
this summer and was pleasantly surprised by the results.
Each summer The HSUS offers free
fliers and posters that warn how
dangerous it is for people to leave their
pets in parked cars in warm weather.
This year, Kukulka contacted all 17
libraries in Sacramento County. She
spent one full day visiting as many of
them as possible, 10, and sent the remaining seven a letter. All ten libraries
visited agreed to display a poster and
distribute fliers. Four of the libraries
that were sent a letter also agreed.
Kukulka next made a list of car dealerships in Sacramento County and sent
a letter asking them to insert a flier in
the glove compartment, or new car
warranty package of the cars they sell,
and to display a poster in their service
area or showroom. A number of dealerships agreed. Toyota of Sacramento
used 200 fliers in just fifteen days and
requested an additional 500.
Both projects took a minimum time
and money, and over 2,800 pieces of
literature have been seen by or distributed to the public. Just imagine how
many people could be reached if all of
you who are able would help with this
important campaign next year.

The Humane Society of
the United States
West Coast Regional Office
1713 J Street, Suite 211
Sacramento, CA 95814
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Reflect
:for a moment....

!

I HOW CAN I HELP ANIMALS EVEN WHEN
I I NO LONGER SHARE THEIR WORLD?
: By your bequest for animal protecl tion to The Humane Society of the
1United States.
I Your will can provide for animals 1
I after you're gone.
Naming The HSUS demonstrates
your lasting commitment to animal
welfare and strengthens the Society
for this task. We will be happy to
send information about our ammal
programs and material that will assist in planning a will.

Please send will information to
Name _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

I

City _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ State_ _ _ 1

I
I
I
I

ZIP code_ _ _ _ __

Mail in confidence to Murdaugh S. Madden, Vice
President/General Counsel, The Humane Society
of the United States, 2100 L Street, N.W., Wash- 1
ington, DC 20037.
I

------------------~
The Regional Report is a publication of
The Humane Society of the United States
West Coast Regional Office
1713 J Street, Suite 211
Sacramento, CA 95814
(9Hi) 447-3295
Charlene Drennon, Director
The HSUS West Coast Regional Office
serves California, Idaho, Nevada, Oregon,
and Washington. All contributions made to
The HSUS West Coast Regional Office will
be used for regional purposes and are taxdeductible.
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